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FOUR NOBEL PEACE PRIZE WINNERS
ANSWER THE QUESTION:

IS PEAGE IMPOSSIBLE?
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'1'he Rich

Schoolteacher

She made a million—just to help unfortunate children

LAKS ANGELES, CALTF.

ne Christmas week back before World War

I, an enterprising. young schoolteacher

here named Ettie Lee was appalled at the

tromaliled children who would have ne Christmas st all

amil no hope of futare happiness. "1 want so o help
them!” she cried to a friend.

The Fiend shrupged. “There are tos many. You'd
Frave to be a millionaire,”

Ertie looked thoughifel for @ moment awd suid,
"All right, then, Tl be a millionaire.” And a0, here in
1880 —hbecause Ettie did meke o millioh—several
hundred "no.chance™ hoys and girls are cesured not
only of Christmas cheer but of kaving a real chance
in life.

She deals only with youths labeled incorrigible,
shedous, headed for prissm—the “hopeless,” But her
pattern ol redemption has besn so successFul that the
Intermeantaln Juvenile Couct Institute not leng ago
cited her for "distinguished secvice to vouth,” and
said she may well be the nation's foremost enemy of
T sinquenty.

Becently o young man named Jody Barnes drove
400 milea o kiss “Auwnt Ettie” on her birthday and
ghve her o corsage. He was 19, heading the honor 1ol
ot a great university and president of his class. Bug
before Ettie took charge of him at age 15 he had been
Los Angeles’ MNumber 1 delinguent, His parents
opesated a brothe], Six policemen, & judge and even a
bishop had labeled Jody a hopeless psyoopath

Bur Ettie Lee had taken the boy and hugged him!

“She held me in ber arms a leng while,” Jody re-
calls. “Mathing like that had ever happened to me
before. Soon she drove me oot o 3 big beautiful rancl.
There a fester Mom and Pop met me with 2 smile, and
1 waas hugged again, In a week | was part of & Tamily,
I was loved, | belonged. Can you possibly nsgine
what that means?”

That ranch was Ettie Lee's, ome of several she
operates in Californla, each with a carefully chosen
"Mom and Fop.” The Jody Barnes story has been
repeated by an endless stream of such “hopeless” boys
and girls.

How Ettie earned her million is as astenishing and
as heartening a story as what she did with it.

by DELL ROENSCH

Allectionate hiug is beslowed by Ettie Lee on eeformned delin
guent as he leaves for home after stay o1 one of her ranches,

Hall & century ago she was earding under $200 a
manth. By miuking herself live on less than 5100, she
savedl the difference for a year, then hunted for a way
o dnvest it. Near-by she found a house of four apart-
ments for sale—and talked the owner into accepting
a small dewn payment,

She'd bounce out of bed at 6 .t rush over there
and start cleaning, painting and sewing, Soon she had
those Tour units shining, hung out o FOR RENT sign.
After school, she'd work some more, often until mid-
night. Onee the apartments were rented, she person-
ally did the maintenance—repaired the plumbing,
wiring, broken windows.

CLEAN, PAINT AND PROFIT

Ettie sold the house at o substantial profit, promptls=
bought an apartment bullding with 13 units—and
pitched in once more to clean, paint, sew and restore.
Ehe never let her work as o tescher lag, cither; her
sthool rated her one of their best, Saturdavs she'd
haunt the public auctions for old Fucnitare. Then
she'd paint the pieces, reuphalster them and move
them inte her apartments,

Ettie sold the 13-unit building and bought another
—of 66 units, covering balf a block! Friends said she
was crazy, because other landlogds in Los Angeles
were going hankrupt.

Ettic couldn't handle the &6 units alone, so she
hired the first of several business managers, "I want
yomr to help me work,” she warned, and he did. To-
gether they cleaned and refurbished, and leased their
units. Ettic Lee's bank account prew,

That became Ettie’s pattern for moking a million
dollars, Buy, improve, sell, Scrimp, work hard, save,
inoest. Soon she owned one big unil clear and was
paying on fwo ofhers. When ahe owned 5 big
buildings—including o 9%-unit apartment af Holly-
wood and Vine, one of America’s most femous corners
—she had enough steady income to retire in Tuzury.
But meamchile she had been ranging out into the
Californin countruside.



where it was cosy (o Feel Ged's nearness, His love for
us, So 1 bought that rapch.”

With her know-low, restoring 3 was pasy, And she
found o young marricd couple old cnougl to Be Mom
and Pop and deeply religious cnough to b kind with-
oul beleg soaffy, She put them in charge. Mext week
Ettie showed up with two frightened bovs wham the
courts had labeled “highly dangerows,” She wsed lec
hogging technigue, Tnstead of lecturing, <he offered
gentle puidance, undergieding ‘it with praver. The
bovs staredd wonderingly at her for two davs and
wilked around the ranch grounds confused. Mom and
Pop exerted no pressure. By the end of the week the
bovs were doing o fittle work, were eating heartily,
sleeping well and had last their look of wariness, At
the end of a month, they seemed 1o have undergone
a miracelous change.

LOYE 15 A MIRACLE WORKER

“Love does work miracles,” Ertie Lee expiained. "1
bug each boy and gently teach him to pray. Thats
about-all 1 de. Goed foad, wholeseme Eamily fellow-
ship, chean environment do the rest,”

Businessmen and bankers ind Ertic most uncoen
ventional; whenever o problem Faces hier, she bs Tikely
Lo startle them by saving, “Tust give me a moment of
quict, so | can pray." As thev wait, Ettie prays:
presently she Ands o selutioon—amd it wsually the
eight oree,

T EBhe does nor ceowd the ranches, bue bolds the

muenber af bivy and giels to aboge 12, plus the Foester
parents, to encourage a big-family stmosphere, Thus
she has needed an mereasing number of ranches. One
day she heard of a hne ocation near Hemet, Calif. Ti
was for sale cheap because the owner had been unable
o fiend seflicient water to opeeate it. Etde bought it
despite the wiarnings of ather rinehers.

She hired in engineer, whe picked several spots
that just wright show water iF he drilled, but he guear
anteed nothing. Ertie Fasted ome whole day, then
prayed, and walked owt onto the ranch grownds and
picked an entirefy new spot on her own, The engi-
neer seclfed; bur he drilled —and water gushed, [t is
still gushlng, on whot she noed Waterllow Ranch.

She prefers old, homey: looking tanch houses, with
possibilities for restoration. The foster parents and
the young Folk enjoy refurbdshing such a place; sawing
agnd hammering, painting and digging, planting and
cultivating and harvesting are superh therapy.

“Each group weorks as o fomily,” Ettie cxplaine.
*There iz ne regimen of punéshment, olihough reeson.
ably sirict stundards of discipline gre maintained ax in

Cowhand Ettle talks cattie with youth
as ranch™s “Mom and Pop™ lock an,

Mechanic Ettle gets peintar on fixing carbe
retars from ane ol ber avto-minded charges

any wellordered home, If any neweomer gels oul of
linr, ke or she loses certain pricileges and rewareds.
Most of ofl, we offer hope and encouragement, We
work with the strangers oz if they were froly ouwr
dawghtor and sone.”

At age 12 young Welis cane (o her Flying € Banch
because, among other crimes, he had used o knife
o rub g newsboy of 5235, Welle had sbusdiant energy
and hostile feelings toward persons in outhority. Eetle
told the Frister parents ned fo rush him, and she herself
assigned nine horses 1o his cane, with Feeedom o doas
he wdshel. Far o day he was batfled and just stond
areund. warily watching, Finallv he staeted w ride,
anil For the remainder of that week he galloped bare
back wver the hills and vallevs ol the ranch, harely
spesking 1o the other members of his new Family,
pransieeg only ta eat and steep. Then suddenly he'd had
enough; he asked For wark, and got i1, in the ranch
dalry,

As with all the voung peaple, he had his chance to
eirn spending moneys s he saved 330000 repald the
newshoy he had robbed, all on his own, He beeame so
Interested n daiey stock that, twn years after Ettie
Lo Found him, he won firse place competing ageinst
300 other Californians in a stock judging contest at &
Falr, Today he ds o happy, respected adul citizen man-
aging a big dairy ranch in Califernia—and incidental
Iy is one of the many "praduaces” of the ranches who
haslel o deep, abicding love for the teacher hersell.
“She meant everything to me,” Wylic savs. “She is
one of God's own”

Bovs and girls on the Lee manches. go to public
school every dav, just as other rural children do: Back
home, Mom and Pop—and often the alder Foster
brothers and sisters—help with homewnek: writing
compositicns about ranch life is & faverite, Grodes
generully are well above the schonl average.

THEIR CAPACITY IS HIEH

[ Sunday, eacl youth 35 encouraged to attend
the Sunday sehool and church of his cholee, and al-
mast all of them do attend. Many become Christian
Teaders amomg the yemsmg. “Almost withewt exception,
these bavs and girls have Ane mental capacities,” anc
imvestigator reported of Ettie’s charges. “Thes simply
nect guidance, and Ettig supplics thal.”

Ettic Lee takes a dim view af “institutionalized”
care For delinguents and of coutine-ridden cours, Mot
lepny age she learned about & 17-year-old boy arrested
hecause e had been molesting mature wamen, His
“attack” consisted larpely of running out to hug them.
He would hog, then fee—a strange ond frightening

-
Teacher Ettle keeps professional eye on
boys doing hamework. Though all have

compulslon. The authorides suled him incurable, and
the conrt wouldn't release him fo Eftie Lee's care. She
sent her current business manager, Delbert Eccles,
back every clay Tor 10 davs 1o Fetely Jiin, unol the
judge Roally soarled, "All rghe, let that crazy old
waoman give it a try.”

That "ceazy ald woman,” who had made herself
rich aut of love For children, hastened on ahend] of
Delbert and the boy, She privately instructed the 50
vear-old Foster Mom on this caneh—"Every duy, even
oftener, you simply hug this by for a Few moments,
Pust vour arms around bim, tell him thae some liethe
task he has completed was well done. Give bim extea
persenal loving, as mother tooson,”

SUCCESS STORY

It worked! The "hopeless psychoneurotic” lad be-
came comnpletely. normal. He was elected president
of a high schoal student by, made peesident of a
citizenship clisfe and was achieving the highest pos
stble grades. He went on through college and is now
a sdal worker. T wanted 1o mold my life on Aunt
Ettie Lee's,” said he, with simple devotion.

Ciirls wure a specirl probles for Ettie Lee, and
vircumstance sedved i, She seyy ahe had one menial
lapse: she built o fine home in @ ranch setting end
planaed to Yretive” on i Before ahe could move,
hmcever, o girl tapped an her apartment deor early
ane moming, The girl was pregrant, helpless, fright

ened. Ettie sent her to that new home twith o woman' 000

companion, Others soon followed. Now the mansion
iy o temporary. home for many oniced  teemage
miathers-to-t.

Ettic -admits that she is not alwayvs successful. A
Few —hast ot very few—al her bovs and girls have run
away from her ranches, One had to be transfecced o a
meental institution, but even he got better, so that he
couldd comme “home” for periods of work in the garden,
He earned 540 for himselF that way, “Asnd vou know
what?" Ettie says proudly. “"He spent every dime of
that 540 buving tors amd games for the other children
inn his foster home, Tt made one of the grandest Cheist-
mises our many Frmifics have ever known,”

Whenever Ettie herself shows wp at a ranch,
evervialy, wmcluding pets, rushes out to her car to
hug and kiss her. The teacher, now eldecly but seill
very spry, is herself almost g counterpact of Santa
Cluus.

“dad Tl el you why," ope of bher graduates ex-
plained not long aps. "Aumt Ettie aceivated the very
spirit of Christinas itself, the one indispensable emo
tion —tenderiess.” m

delinguent hnckgrn_:kundk. cinder her tuta-
lage they dn wwil-above-average work.



