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Education–A Priority at
Ettie Lee Youth & Family Services

E
ttie Lee Youth & Family Services realized that in order for many of our
young men to move ahead in school, and in life, it would be necessary for
us to look at alternatives to neighborhood schools. In October 2007 Ettie

Lee partnered with Opportunities for Learning (OFL), a California-based
Charter School, because of its proven ability to serve at-risk middle and high
school youth by providing a comprehensive academic recovery program.

At Ettie Lee the length of stay for each boy is approximately four months,
a time determined by the Probation Department. During their stay, many of
the young men are enrolled in the appropriate grade level at OFL. Many of
these young men are significantly behind in school having achieved little in
the way of academic credits. California’s school system requires 220 credits to
graduate and these boys often have less than 20 credits when they arrive at
Ettie Lee. We have seen that OFL’s structured but flexible academic program
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ETTIE LEE YOUTH & FAMILY Services
provides the following services
for abused, abandoned and
neglected children:
•Nurturing, loving environments,

for boys 8-17, in 9 group homes
•Adoption Agency
•A network of more than 35 loving

foster families
•Permanent placement for boys

and girls of all ages
•Fully accredited substance abuse

treatment
•Outpatient after-school mental

health programs
•Evidence-based treatment program
•After-Care program

Ettie Lee’s structured but flexible academic program creates a positive learning environment for the
young men in Ettie Lee’s group homes. Many of these young men are significantly behind in school
having achieved little in the way of academic credits thus far. Ettie Lee is changing this situation.

See EDUCATION page 3
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From the President’s Desk

A
s we get closer to our 60th

anniversary (Ettie Lee was

founded in 1950), more than ever

we appreciate, you, our supporters.

You have always made it possible for

us to work with abused, neglected and

abandoned youth in our communities.

It has been our unwavering mission

and we will always value your contri-

butions, participation and feedback.

It is not always easy to fulfill our

mission and during these economic

times, it has become even more

difficult. We feel, though, that we are

in a unique position to help our youth.

We understand that children are

growing up in increasingly dangerous

communities. We understand that

children need to be loved. We

understand that children need to have

positive role models. We understand

that children need to learn new ways

to manage their anger. We understand

that children need to feel respected.

With your help we are able to

continually strive for each child to be

safe, in school, out of trouble, and

either in or working toward living in a

permanent family environment. We

thank you even more now for your

continued support during these

difficult economic times.

We thank
you even
more now
for your
continued
support
during
these
difficult
economic
times.

CALLING ALL PAST RESIDENTS
AND FOSTER CHILDREN

Clayton Downey

ETTIE LEE YOUTH & FAMILY SERVICES will celebrate our 60th

Anniversary in 2010. We would like to get in touch with as many past

residents and foster children as we possibly can. If you know of someone

that was involved with Ettie Lee Youth & Family Services, please let us know.

Ettie Lee Youth & Family Services
5146 N. Maine • Box 339

Baldwin Park, CA 91706

Attn: Vicki Mastro or you can call 626-960-4861

or email vicki_m@ettielee.org

Linda Brandes, long time Ettie Lee Youth &
Family Services philanthropist was honored on
October 23, 2008 at an event held in her honor.

Azusa Mayor Joe Rocha and Councilmember
Robert Gonzales presented Linda with a
Proclamation at the event that celebrated the re-
naming of one of Ettie Lee’s residential group
homes.

An Ettie Lee supporter for many years, many
of Linda’s family and friends were on hand to
celebrate as well.

Linda revealed to the crowd that at first she
was reluctant to receive such an honor. But in
doing so, she believes she has made the right
decision and encouraged others to follow her lead
and support Ettie Lee as well. She also surprised
her brother Ron, Chairman of the Board of Ettie
Lee Youth & Family Services by announcing that

the home would also bear his name. Says Linda, “Ron gives countless service hours
because he believes so deeply in what Ettie Lee stands for, and I am able to financially
support Ettie Lee. We make a great team.” The home will now be named the Linda
Brandes and Ronald J. Bateman Home.

Ettie Lee Youth & Family Services is a 58 year old human service agency that serves
at risk youth. Last year Ettie Lee served Ettie Lee served 350 unduplicated children and
their families; 274 boys age 8 – 18 in our group homes and 76 boys and girls age 0 –
18 in our foster homes; 62% were Hispanic, 24% African-American, 11.4% Caucasian,
1.4% Asian/Pacific Islander, .3% American Indian, 9% mixed/other; and over 97%
were from low-income or disadvantaged families.

Long time philanthropist
Linda Brandes is honored
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creates a positive learning environment for
these boys. For the first time, they
experience success in school and can see
results that are transferable to the world
outside of the institutional setting. At Ettie
Lee they gain academic credits that will
allow them to graduate from high school
while they gain academic confidence.

OFL s t r i v e s t o he lp s tuden t s
successfully graduate with a high school
diploma, or earn enough credits to return to
a traditional school setting. OFL is a
continuous enrollment school program,
providing students the chance to enroll at
any time. Additionally, when Ettie Lee’s
young men are re-unified with their
families they can continue their educational
attainment with OFL as it has 38 sites
located throughout Los Angeles County.

The school creates learning strategies
customized to fit each student. The
program uses independent study built

around the student’s Individualized
Education Plan and regular student-
teacher interaction. In speaking with
Javier (not his real name) we discover
how important independent study is to
the student’s success. Historically, our
clients demonstrate significant problems
with authority figures. At OFL, they are
responsible to guide and direct their
academic achievements. They are their
own authority figure. As Javier states,
“This is what got me through. I have
completed 70 credits and am now a
junior in high school.”

In May 2009 Ettie Lee will celebrate
the first graduation of one of the young
men!

EDUCATION Continued from page 1
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$200,000+
Linda Brandes Foundation

$25,000+
The Ahmanson Foundation
Fritz B. Burns Foundation
The Rose Hills Foundation

$10,000+
In-N-Out Burger Foundation
Nad & Martha Peterson Family

$5,000+
Friends of Foster Children
Lon V. Smith Foundation

$2,500+
California Utah Women
Cars 4 Causes
L.A. Department of Water & Power E.A.

$1,000 & over
Augustyn Foundation Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Caswell
Mr. & Mrs. Clayton L. Downey
Mr. Alfred J. Landegger
Metropolitan Water District

$500 - $999
Ms. Brigid Beck
Mr. Kirk A. Bell
Dr. & Mrs. Brandon Cuccia
Mr. & Mrs. Russell M. Frandsen
Mr. & Mrs. John Gieselman
Mr. Joseph Grigg
Mr. John Lovell
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick W. Mercer
Smith and Bonds Accountancy Corp.
Mr. John R. Vidmar

$100 - $499
Mr. Samuel Lee Anderson
Mr. William C. Anderson
ASD AIMS for a Better World
Mrs. Barbara Barber
Ms. B. Marlene Briggs
Mr. Roy Brisbois
Mrs. Gloria Burk-Williams
Mrs. Isabel Carr
Mr. & Mrs. Grant W. Christensen
Mr. & Mrs. Don M. Christensen
Ms. Jackie Condiff
Mr. Don Cullen
Mrs. Wilma Cumberland
Ms. Goretti DaSilva

Mr. Dirk De Vries
Mr. & Mrs. Michael F. Dugan
Marian & James Duntley
Mr. Kenneth Feldman
Ms. Dorothea Gary
Captain Clayton S. Gilmore
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Greenberg
Greentec International
Ms. Anita L. Gregory
Lynda & Richard Griffith
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert L. Harger
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Huckvale
Mrs. Patricia D. Irwin
Ms. Joanne Jackson
Mrs. Saundra Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald A. Knight
Mr. & Mrs. George M. Kunkel
Mrs. Keren Lake
Mrs. Marilyn Larson
Lemar Hardwood & Door Co.
Mr. Thomas Leppold
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lewis
Mrs. Leora Marcheschi
Mr. B. Richard Marsh
Mr. & Mrs. Raul L. Martinez
Ms. Vicki Mastro
Mrs. Alyce W. McAllister
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce McGregor
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin E. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Muhlstein
OFL/EMS
Mr. Christian Ojomo
Olson Farms Inc.
Mr. Peter Petsas
Mrs. Mary S. Pratt
Diane Reppert
Mr. & Mrs. Damon P. Santos
Ms. Kathleen Saunders
Mr. & Mrs. Otto E. Seeman
Dr. & Mrs. Earle Skinner
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Smith
Mr. Benjamin Stern
Mrs. Cindy Thatcher
Mr. & Mrs. G. Myrl Tibbitts
Mrs. Terri Varnum
Walmart Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Rodney L. Webber
Wells Manufacturing
Dr. & Mrs. Robert West
Mr. & Mrs. Frank D. Whitehead
Mr. Wendell Williams
Susan & Stephen Wittmer

Under $100
Mr. & Mrs. Wendell U. Allred
Mr. & Mrs. A. Leon Anderson
Ms. Sylvia Apodaca-Quintana
Mr. William Archer
Mrs. Jenny Armas
Ms. Elsie Armstrong
Mr. & Mrs. George Ayala
Ms. Melissa Baker
Baldwin Park Pizza Co.
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald D. Batson
Ms. Alberta Bellisario
Dr. & Mrs. H. Dean Bowles
Dr. & Mrs. Edgar R. Burkhart
Ms. Sabrina Carpenter
Ms. Karen Cash
Mr. & Mrs. Paul R. Christiansen
Ms. Sharon Collins
Ms. Marshann Compfort
Mr. J. Shirl Cornwall
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth A. Dahlin
Mr. & Mrs. King Dalton
Ms. Barbara Davis
Mrs. Margaret Dixon
ECHO
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Flint
Ms. Shauna Marie Fraser
Ms. Jerry Frazier
Mr. William J. Gallagher
Dr. & Mrs. David P. Garrett
Ms. Amy Goldman
Ms. Marilyn Graves
Mr. Ronald E. Grove
Mrs. Barbara G. Gruver
Mr. Lawrence Halperin
Dr. Paul Harstein
Ms. Marguerite B. Hendershott
Mr. & Mrs. LaMar F. Heslop
Mr. & Mrs. William F. Hoppes
Ms. Louise Houpt
Ms. Remitha Houston
Mr. Jack H. Hughes
Mr. David Hunt
Mrs. Laura Inlow
Mr. Reed Klein
Mr. Donald Lagatree
Ms. Gloria Lang
Mrs. JoAnn Lockett
Mr. Arturo Lopez
Ms. Geniel A. Loveless
Mr. & Mrs. Owen R. Lunt
Mr. Gregory Lynch
Ms. Donna Matherly
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Matthews
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin McAfee

Mr. George L. Muriel
Murray’s
Ms. Guadalupe Navarro
Mr. & Mrs. Max E. Nelson
Ms. Melissa Omansky
Ms. Angela Ortiz
Mrs. Ina Loomis Page
Mr. Jamaal Palmer
Ms. Cyntha Piascik
Mr. & Mrs. James Purrington
Mr. & Mrs. Art Ramirez
Mrs. Tamara Ravsten
Mr. Frederick Ray Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Philip N. Richey
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Ritter
Ms. Robin Rothman
Ms. Linda Royer
Mrs. Patricia Saletore
Sanchez Garden Services
Mr. William Sargent
Dr. Irwin M Schultz
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Scira
The Shredders
Ms. Rita Slaughter
Ms. A. Lucile Smith
Ms. Stacy Spodick
Mrs. Kathryn Stannard
Mrs. Beth Anne Stevens
Mr. Malcom Stone
Mr. & Mrs. Jared Stout
Mr. J. Lewis Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. D. Roy Thackeray
Ms. Judith M. Tishkoff
Ms. Paula Todd
Mrs. Kim Tran
Mrs. Kimgan Tran
Mrs. Carol Tula
Mr. Chris Van Fleet
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur Wallace
Ms. Nita Watson
Mr. & Mrs. David Wibert
Judge & Mrs. Randell R. Wilkinson
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne G. Williams
Mr. & Mrs. George Winard
Mr. & Mrs. Boyd E. Winn

Gifts In Kind
Alcoa Fastening Systems
Alpinestars
Altadena Community Church
Mr. & Mrs. George Aust
Ms. MaryBeth Barron
Ms. Kriste H. Bennett
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Binks
Mrs. Lois Buchanan

October 2008 - March 2009

Honor Roll of Donors
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Ettie Lee gratefully acknowledges all our donors. If your
name is inadvertently missing or misspelled, please call
Vicki Mastro at 626-960-4861 so that we can make a
correction in our next newsletter.

E v e r y P i c t u r e T e l l s A S t o r y

Funding from the Henry L. Guenther Foundation
allowed us to install new energy-efficient windows,
that replaced the very old windows, at our
Santa Ana Home.

Recently Vincent DeGenaro, a former Mt. Jurupa Home resident contacted us. Vincent lived at Mt. Jurupa in the
early 1970’s. Here’s a picture of Vincent (the tallest person with his mom on the right and house parents) in the
70’s (left) and today (right). We are asking that all former residents get in touch with us. We’d like to know what
you are up to now.

Twice yearly the participants, at the California Utah
Women’s luncheon, are asked to give a helping hand
and stitch for service. The quilts that are stitched,
as well as many other stitched during the year, are
given to the young men at Ettie Lee’s homes.
The last luncheon was held on March 14, 2009.

Recently received funding from The Ahmanson, Fritz
B. Burns and Lon V. Smith Foundations and the
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust allowed us to purchase
two much-needed new vans for our North Hollywood
and Waterflow Homes. These vans are used on a
daily basis to take the young men to school, after
school activities, appointments, weekend recreation
events, etc. Lots and lots of miles are put on the
vans each month which means we must replace the
vans frequently so that they remain safe and reliable
transportation for the young men in our homes.

Welcome Nadine DeRose! Nadine is our wonderful
volunteer at the Maine office. She is very enthusiastic
and for the past three months she has worked on
several projects in the development office. Nadine
has also been a foster parent with Ettie Lee. Thank
you Nadine. Can you volunteer? We could always use
more hands.

Castle Park
Ms. Kalene Chase
City of Azusa
Coronado Stone Products
Costco Wholesale
Mrs. Wilma Cumberland
Denny’s Restaurant – West Covina
Denny’s Restaurant – West Covina
Denny’s Restaurant – Fountain Valley
Dignity U Wear
Mr. Jeff Figueroa
Mr. Jerome Freeman
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Giles
Ms. S. Elizabeth Gramling
Mr. Ed Hernandez
Mrs. Eleanor Hughes
Mr. & Mrs. Rod Hulet
Dooneya Kaoud
LA Clippers
Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith
Mrs. Tracy Lloyd
Ms. Siomara Lopez
Pajama Program
Pall Medical Corp.
Mr. Kerchavel Patterson
Mrs. Carmen Perry
Mrs. Sherri Pfau
S.K. Rafferty
Ms. Michelle Ramirez
Ms. Moana Richardson
Ms. Theresa Rivera
Senator Gloria Romero
Mr. Stefano Saltalamacchia
San Gabriel Valley Water Co.
Mrs. Kimberly Scharf
Mr. James J. Smith
Congresswoman Hilda Solis
Mrs. Kathryn Stannard
Stein Mart
Suburban Water Systems
Ms. Erica Thomas
Mr. John Tigner
Ms. Yvonne Velasco
Walmart #1899
Mrs. Joyce Wing
Ms. Elizabeth Woodbury

Today70’s
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There’s an Ettie Lee Home near you: Azusa • Bloomington • Baldwin Park
Fontana (2) • North Hollywood • Redlands • San Jacinto • Santa Ana Non-Profit Organization
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5146 North Maine Street
P. O. Box 339

Baldwin Park, CA 91706-0339
Support Ettie Lee Youth & Family Services–place a
bumper sticker just like this on your car…Contact

James and he’ll send one (or more!) to you…
626-960-4861 or james_r@ettielee.org

Household items
Throw rugs for bedrooms
Light switch covers for bedrooms
Pictures for bathroom walls
Shower mats
Blankets for twin beds
Alarm clocks
Books for boys age 8-17
Pillows and Pillow protectors
Gift cards for book stores
Couches
Board Games
Pool sticks

Personal Items
Wall posters for bedrooms
White towels and wash cloths
Beach Towels
Sun Block
Hygiene supplies
Super Cuts gift certificates
Backpacks

Prepaid phone cards
Hand held electronic games
CD players
Grey undershirts (all sizes)
Gift cards to clothes and shoe stores

Outdoor Activitites
Sports equipment (excluding
baseball bats)
Karate, Music or Art Lessons
Ping Pong Tables

Fun Things To Do
Art supplies
Movie theater passes

• • • • • • • • • • • •

This is just a partial list! If you have
an idea but don’t know if we could
use it, please call Vicki Mastro
626-960-4861.
Thanks so much.

Wish List
(new or gent ly used i tems are accepted)

May2009:Oct07 4130109  9:40 AM  Page 6


